INTRODUCTION
T he genus Henneguya is the second largest within the Myxozoa. Eiras (2002) listed 146 species, and since then some more species were described. These parasites have a world-wide distribution and infect both freshwater and marine fish. For South American fishes relatively a few species are known, and all of them were described from Brazilian hosts (Vita et al, 2003 ; Azevedo & Matos, 1995 , 1996 , 2002 , 2003 Azevedo et al., 1997; Barassa et al. 2003; Casai et al. 1997 Casai et al. , 2003 Cordeiro et al. 1984; Cordeiro & Gióia, 1987; Giôia & Cordeiro, 1987; Gióia et al. 1986; Guimaràes & Bergamin, 1933 , 1934 Jakowska & Nigrelli, 1953; Kent & Hoffman, 1984; Martins & Souza, 1997; Nemeczek. 1926; Rocha et al, 1992 ) -for review see Gióia & Cordeiro, 1996, and Eiras, 2002 . Some of the species described from Brazilian fish cannot be considered as Henneguya species because (i) the tail is unique, or (ii) the tail is not made of the same material as the shell valves as demonstrated by different staining properties. That is the case of H. bergamini (Guimaràes, 1931) . H. cesarpintoi (Guimaràes. 1931 ) , H. fonsecai (Guimaràes, 1931 ) . H.
iheringi and H. lutzi (Cunha & Fonseca, 1918) . In total, there are currently 24 species described for Brazilian fishes. This number is surprisingly lowwhen compared with the high number of fish species in Brazilian rivers -about 8,000 species representing nearly 24 % of all fish species (Cellere et al.. 2002) .
Therefore, it is probable that a high number of myxozoan, as well as parasites belonging to other taxonomic groups, await for description.
In this paper we describe a new myxosporidian spe- them was slightly shorter than the other. The tail bifurcates immediately after the end of the spore body.
RESULTS

T
-Host: teleost fish Schizodon fasciatus
1892.
-Locality: Amazon river, near Manaus, Brazil.
-Site of infection: kidney.
-Prevalence: two out of three fish were infected.
-Ethnology: the specific name derives from the name of the host species. (Nemeczek, 1926) , H. malabarica (Azevedo & Matos, 1996) , H. testicularis (Azevedo et al, 1997) and H. travassosi (Guimaràes & Bergamin, 1933 H. chrysichthyi has larger body length (13.7-16 µm), larger body width (4.6-6.3 µm), larger polar capsules width (1.6-2.2 µm), and has a shorter tail (10-15 µm).
H. dini has smaller body length (11-12 µm), the tail is considerably larger (16-20 µm) and the number of coils of the polar filament is smaller (5-8). H. mbouensis is clearly different by having a shorter body length (10-11 µm) and very much wider body (6.5-9 µm), shorter (3.5-5 µm) and larger (2-3.2 µm) polar capsules, a larger tail (20-22.5 µm), and the polar filament forms only 4-5 coils. Besides, H. mbouensis was described from a marine host (Dentex canariensis).
The comparison between the species shows that none of the above species are identical with that reported in the present study. Furthermore, all the other species listed by Eiras (2002) , including nearly all the known species, are also quite different comparing with our observations.
Considering these data we believe that our material represents a new species and the name Henneguya schizodon n. sp. is proposed.
